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In April 1981, two white Texas prison officials died at the hands of a black inmate at the Ellis prison farm
near Huntsville. Warden Wallace Pack and farm manager Billy Moore were the highest-ranking Texas prison
officials ever to die in the line of duty. The warden was drowned face down in a ditch. The farm manager
was shot once in the head with the warden's gun. The man who admitted to killing them, a burglar and robber
named Eroy Brown, surrendered meekly, claiming self-defense.

In any other era of Texas prison history, Brown's fate would have seemed certain: execution. But in 1980,
federal judge William Wayne Justice had issued a sweeping civil rights ruling in which he found that prison
officials had systematically and often brutally violated the rights of Texas inmates. In the light of that
landmark prison civil rights case, Ruiz v. Estelle, Brown had a chance of being believed.

The Trials of Eroy Brown, the first book devoted to Brown's astonishing defense, is based on trial
documents, exhibits, and journalistic accounts of Brown's three trials, which ended in his acquittal. Michael
Berryhill presents Brown's story in his own words, set against the backdrop of the chilling plantation
mentality of Texas prisons. Brown's attorneys—Craig Washington, Bill Habern, and Tim Sloan—undertook
heroic strategies to defend him, even when the state refused to pay their fees. The Trials of Eroy Brown tells
a landmark story of prison civil rights and the collapse of Jim Crow justice in Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

The event that you get from The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison
System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) is a more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the
Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) instantly.

Brenda Wright:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Trials of Eroy
Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas
History, Life, and C) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C)is the main one of several books which everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

David Wysocki:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be read. The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.

Melvin Dove:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended



to your account is The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) this publication consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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