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“Brick-bats, stones and clubs were flying thickly around, and from the windows in all directions, and the
men ran wildly about brandishing firearms. Wounded men lay on the sidewalks and were trampled upon.
Now the Rabbits would make a combined rush and force their antagonists up Bayard street to the Bowery.
Then the fugitives, being reinforced, would turn on their pursuers and compel a retreat to Mulberry,
Elizabeth and Baxter streets.” – New York Times, July 1856

Of all the great cities in the world, few personify their country like New York City. As America’s largest city
and best known immigration gateway into the country, the Big Apple represents the beauty, diversity and
sheer strength of the United States, a global financial center that has enticed people chasing the “American
Dream” for centuries.

However, for all the promise and opportunities America seemingly held out, and for all of the nostalgia and
pride the country’s history invokes among Americans today, the simple truth is many never climbed the
ladder. Hundreds of years spent trying to eradicate poverty has resulted only in gradual improvements, firm
evidence that poverty will never be erased and poor people will be left to their own means of survival. That
is how slums are born and maintained, and that is the story behind Five Points and the gangs that ruled it.
The neighborhood’s colloquial nickname came from its famous five-pointed intersection, created by Orange
Street (now Baxter Street), Cross Street (now Mosco Street), and Anthony Street (now Worth Street).

In many ways, Manhattan’s notorious Five Points neighborhood represents the best and worst of the
American Dream. The downtrodden area, full of recently arrived immigrants hoping to get ahead, was home
to some of the most famous gangs and fights in New York City’s history, from the Dead Rabbits to the
Bowery Boys. At the same time, however, the neighborhood and its gangs have been romanticized as an
inextricable part of New York’s history, perhaps most notably in the critically acclaimed movie Gangs of
New York.

Given its history of rapid change, it’s somewhat amusing that the city’s inhabitants today often complain
about the city’s changing and yearn for things to stay the same, and over time, the Five Points changed much
the way the rest of Manhattan did. By the end of the 19th century, the value of the real estate and the increase
in the population compelled the city to transform the neighborhood by razing tenements and building newer
and nicer structures. In the case of the Five Points, it could not have gotten a more radical or ironic
makeover, as the impoverished area gave way to scenic parks and a host of administrative governmental
buildings.

The Five Points: The History of New York City’s Most Notorious Neighborhood chronicles the famous and
controversial story. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the
Five Points like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

The book The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood? Some of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most
Notorious Neighborhood has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kathleen Carroll:

This book untitled The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Bonnie Camacho:

Why? Because this The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jeff Weaver:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Five Points: The History of New York City's Most Notorious Neighborhood this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.



The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.
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