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Not in the Heavens traces the rise of Jewish secularism through the visionary writers and thinkers who led its
development. Spanning the rich history of Judaism from the Bible to today, David Biale shows how the
secular tradition these visionaries created is a uniquely Jewish one, and how the emergence of Jewish
secularism was not merely a response to modernity but arose from forces long at play within Judaism itself.

Biale explores how ancient Hebrew books like Job, Song of Songs, and Esther downplay or even exclude
God altogether, and how Spinoza, inspired by medieval Jewish philosophy, recast the biblical God in the role
of nature and stripped the Torah of its revelatory status to instead read scripture as a historical and cultural
text. Biale examines the influential Jewish thinkers who followed in Spinoza's secularizing footsteps, such as
Salomon Maimon, Heinrich Heine, Sigmund Freud, and Albert Einstein. He tells the stories of those who
also took their cues from medieval Jewish mysticism in their revolts against tradition, including Hayim
Nahman Bialik, Gershom Scholem, and Franz Kafka. And he looks at Zionists like David Ben-Gurion and
other secular political thinkers who recast Israel and the Bible in modern terms of race, nationalism, and the
state.

Not in the Heavens demonstrates how these many Jewish paths to secularism were dependent, in complex
and paradoxical ways, on the very religious traditions they were rejecting, and examines the legacy and
meaning of Jewish secularism today.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Campbell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Rick Fountain:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Neil Espinoza:

The book untitled Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Diana Keller:

Beside this particular Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
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