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Accompanying an exhibition at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, this catalogue explores one
of the most important but historically neglected painters of the Italian Renaissance, Carlo Crivelli (c. 1435–c.
1495). Venetian by birth but shaped by formative experiences in Padua, Crivelli embarked on a career that
spanned both sides of the Adriatic. His extraordinary success led to a virtual monopoly in the Marches,
where he dominated the market for towering altarpieces and jewel-like paintings for private devotion in the
second half of the fifteenth century. Pushing the boundaries between painting and sculpture, his works are
distinguished by their radically expressive compositions, luxuriant ornamental display and bravura
illusionism.

Seven essays challenge the prevailing view of Crivelli as a provincial artist working in an anachronistic
‘Gothic’ style, investigate the remarkable facture of his paintings, and shed new light on his rediscovery by
collectors. Repositioning Crivelli’s contributions within wider developments in the history of western art,
Stephen J. Campbell (Johns Hopkins University), C. Jean Campbell (Emory University), Thomas Golsenne
(École Nationale Supérieure d’Art de Nice), and Alison Wright (University College London) reveal his
artistic ambition. Crivelli is reevaluated as an experimental artist who masterfully manipulated the surfaces
of his paintings into visionary encounters with the divine, forged a modern icon, and offered a powerful
alternative to new models of painting associated with Florence. Gianfranco Pocobene (Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum) examines the technical facility that underpins Crivelli’s dazzling pictorial effects and
publishes the results of the first ever technical analysis on the Gardner’s Saint George and the Dragon.
Essays by Francesco De Carolis (Università di Bologna) and Oliver Tostmann (Wadsworth Athenaeum)
investigate the painter’s critical fortunes. The former explores the dispersal of Crivelli’s works in nineteenth-
century Italy and their role in shaping his modern reputation, while the latter examines the American taste for
Crivelli in the early twentieth century.

The catalogue reflects the iconographic range of his images. Entries written by a team of scholars in Europe
and the United States include new insights and up-to-date bibliography for twenty-three paintings and
Crivelli’s only surviving drawing on paper.
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From reader reviews:

Davis Miller:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ornament and Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of
Venice book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joyce Bullock:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Ornament and Illusion: Carlo
Crivelli of Venice that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick Ornament and Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of Venice become your own personal starter.

Vincenza Nagel:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Ornament and Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of Venice. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Floy Knowles:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Ornament and Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of
Venice to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn
it. Beside that the publication Ornament and Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of Venice can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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