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Novelist and critic Jonathan Wilson clears away the sentimental mists surrounding an artist whose career
spanned two world wars, the Russian Revolution, the Holocaust, and the birth of the State of Israel. Marc
Chagall’s work addresses these transforming events, but his ambivalence about his role as a Jewish artist
adds an intriguing wrinkle to common assumptions about his life. Drawn to sacred subject matter, Chagall
remains defiantly secular in outlook; determined to “narrate” the miraculous and tragic events of the Jewish
past, he frequently chooses Jesus as a symbol of martyrdom and sacrifice.

Wilson brilliantly demonstrates how Marc Chagall’s life constitutes a grand canvas on which much of
twentieth-century Jewish history is vividly portrayed. Chagall left Belorussia for Paris in 1910, at the dawn
of modernism, looking back dreamily on the world he abandoned. After his marriage to Bella Rosenfeld in
1915, he moved to Petrograd, but eventually returned to Paris after a stint as a Soviet commissar for art.
Fleeing Paris steps ahead of the Nazis, Chagall arrived in New York in 1941. Drawn to Israel, but not
enough to live there, Chagall grappled endlessly with both a nostalgic attachment to a vanished past and the
magnetic pull of an uninhibited secular present.

Wilson’s portrait of Chagall is altogether more historical, more political, and edgier than conventional
wisdom would have us believe–showing us how Chagall is the emblematic Jewish artist of the twentieth
century.

Visit nextbook.org/chagall for a virtual museum of Chagall images.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Marc Chagall
(Jewish Encounters Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series) will give you new experience in reading a
book.

Helen Arnold:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Marilyn Leonard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Marc Chagall
(Jewish Encounters Series).
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