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When Lady in the Dark opened on January 23, 1941, its many firsts immediately distinguished it as a new
and unusual work. The curious directive to playwright Moss Hart to complete a play about psychoanalysis
came from his own Freudian psychiatrist. For the first time since his brother George's death, Ira Gershwin
returned to writing lyrics for the theater. And for émigré composer Kurt Weill, it was a crack at an opulent
first-class production. Together Hart, Gershwin, and Weill (with a little help from the psychiatrist) produced
one of the most innovative works in Broadway history. With a company of 101 and an astronomical budget,
Lady in the Dark launched the career of a young nightclub performer named Danny Kaye and starred
Gertrude Lawrence in the greatest triumph of her career. With standees at many performances, Lady in the
Dark helped establish the practice of advance ticket sales on the Great White Way, while Paramount
Pictures' bid for the film rights broke all records. New York Times drama critic Brooks Atkinson hailed the
production as "splendid," anointed Kurt Weill 'the best writer of theatre music in the country,' and worshiped
Gertrude Lawrence as "a goddess." Though Lady in the Dark was a smash-hit, it has never enjoyed a
Broadway revival, and a certain mystique has grown up around its legendary original production. In this
ground-breaking biography, bruce mcclung pieces together the musical's life story from sketches and drafts,
production scripts, correspondence, photographs, costume and set designs, and thousands of clippings from
the star's personal scrapbooks. He has interviewed eleven members of the original company to provide a
one-of-a-kind glimpse into the backstage story. The result is a virtual ticket to opening n
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

The book Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Lady in the Dark: Biography of a
Musical? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Lady in the Dark: Biography of
a Musical has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jodie Long:

Here thing why this particular Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Lady in the Dark:
Biography of a Musical. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical in e-
book can be your option.

Bruce Benedict:

This book untitled Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Lea Wheeler:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical can give
you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Lady in the Dark: Biography of a
Musical.
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