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In this book Peter Burke adopts a socio-cultural approach to examine the changes in the organization of
knowledge in Europe from the invention of printing to the publication of the French Encyclopédie.

The book opens with an assessment of different sociologies of knowledge from Mannheim to Foucault and
beyond, and goes on to discuss intellectuals as a social group and the social institutions (especially
universities and academies) which encouraged or discouraged intellectual innovation. Then, in a series of
separate chapters, Burke explores the geography, anthropology, politics and economics of knowledge,
focusing on the role of cities, academies, states and markets in the process of gathering, classifying,
spreading and sometimes concealing information. The final chapters deal with knowledge from the point of
view of the individual reader, listener, viewer or consumer, including the problem of the reliability of
knowledge discussed so vigorously in the seventeenth century.

One of the most original features of this book is its discussion of knowledges in the plural. It centres on
printed knowledge, especially academic knowledge, but it treats the history of the knowledge 'explosion'
which followed the invention of printing and the discovery of the world beyond Europe as a process of
exchange or negotiation between different knowledges, such as male and female, theoretical and practical,
high-status and low-status, and European and non-European.

Although written primarily as a contribution to social or socio-cultural history, this book will also be of
interest to historians of science, sociologists, anthropologists, geographers and others in another age of
information explosion.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Social History of Knowledge: From
Gutenberg to Diderot is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Courtney Cook:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Social History of Knowledge: From Gutenberg to Diderot this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

John Lopez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Social
History of Knowledge: From Gutenberg to Diderot which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.

Kenneth Allen:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Social History of Knowledge: From Gutenberg to
Diderot or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Social History of Knowledge: From Gutenberg to Diderot to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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