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For language buffs and lexicographers, copy editors and proofreaders, and anyone who appreciates
the connection between language and culture?the illuminating story of "proper English."

In its long history, the English language has had many lawmakers?those who have tried to regulate, or
otherwise organize, the way we speak. The Lexicographer's Dilemma offers the first narrative history of
these endeavors, showing clearly that what we now regard as the only "correct" way to speak emerged out of
specific historical and social conditions over the course of centuries.

As literary historian Jack Lynch has discovered, every rule has a human history, and the characters peopling
his narrative are as interesting for their obsession as for their erudition. The struggle between prescriptivists,
who prescribe a correct approach, and descriptivists, who analyze how language works, is at the heart of
Lynch's story. From the sharp-tongued satirist Jonathan Swift, who called for a governmentsponsored
academy to issue rulings on the language, and the polymath Samuel Johnson, who put dictionaries on a new
footing, to John Horne Tooke, the crackpot linguist whose bizarre theories continue to baffle scholars;
Joseph Priestley, whose political radicalism prompted riots; and the ever-crotchety Noah Webster, whose
goal was to Americanize the English language?Lynch brings to life a varied cast as illuminating as it is
entertaining.

Grammatical "rules" or "laws" are not like the law of gravity, or laws against theft or murder?they're more
like rules of etiquette, made by fallible people and subject to change. Charting the evolution of English, Jack
Lynch puts today's debates?whether about Ebonics in the schools or split infinitives in the New York
Times?in a rich historical context, and makes us appreciate anew the hard-won standards we now enjoy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Schrader:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The
Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Patrick Oneil:

Here thing why this particular The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from
Shakespeare to South Park are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Lexicographer's
Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The
Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park in e-book
can be your choice.

Patricia Gallagher:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book.
One of them is this The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to
South Park.

Peter Delaune:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year



seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English,
from Shakespeare to South Park was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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