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In 1799 Napoleons army uncovered an ancient stele in the Nile delta. Its inscription, recorded in three
distinct scripts--ancient Greek, Coptic, and hieroglyphic--would provide scholars with the first clues to
unlocking the secrets of Egyptian hieroglyphs, a language lost for nearly two millennia. More than twenty
years later a remarkably gifted Frenchman named Jean-Francois Champollion successfully deciphered the
hieroglyphs on the stele, now commonly known as the Rosetta Stone, sparking a revolution in our
knowledge of ancient Egypt. Cracking the Egyptian Code is the first biography in English of Champollion,
widely regarded as the founder of Egyptology. Andrew Robinson meticulously reconstructs how
Champollion cracked the code of the hieroglyphic script, describing how Champollion started with Egyptian
obelisks in Rome and papyri in European collections, sailed the Nile for a year, studied the tombs in the
Valley of the Kings (a name he first coined), and carefully compared the three scripts on the Rosetta Stone to
penetrate the mystery of the hieroglyphic text. Robinson also brings to life the rivalry between Champollion
and the English scientist Thomas Young, who claimed credit for launching the decipherment, which
Champollion hotly denied. There is much more to Champollions life than the Rosetta Stone and Robinson
gives equal weight to the many roles he played in his tragically brief life, from a teenage professor in
Revolutionary France to a supporter of Napoleon (whom he met), an exile, and a curator at the Louvre.
Extensively illustrated in color and black-and-white pictures, Cracking the Egyptian Code will appeal to a
wide readership interested in Egypt, decipherment and code-breaking, and Napoleon and the French
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know
which one you should start with. This Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois
Champollion is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Bertha Greene:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But
also they write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their
book. One of them is this Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois
Champollion.

Mary Clement:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This e-book Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois
Champollion was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Verna Krell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Cracking the Egyptian Code:
The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion.
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