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The first decade of the twentieth century saw Henry James at work selecting and revising his novels and tales
for a collection of his work known as the New York Edition. James not only made extensive revisions of his
early works; he added eighteen prefaces that provide what many readers believe to be the best commentary
on his fiction. John Pearson argues here for a reading of the prefaces within the context of the New York
Edition as James's attempt to construct an ideal reader, one attentive to his art and authorial performance.

Throughout his discussion of the eighteen prefaces, Pearson examines the strategies that James implements
for preparing the reader for the prefaced texts. He argues that James sought to create the modern reader, one
who would learn to appreciate and discriminate his literary art through reading the prefaces. By
demonstrating that the prefaces frame the novels and tales in aesthetic histories that are authorized and
authenticated by the author-historian's personal memory, Pearson accomplishes his analysis of James's use of
the frame and how it systematically instructed the reader in the Jamesian aesthetic of fiction. Through close
readings of several of the novels and tales including The Awkward Age, What Maisie Knew, The Portrait of a
Lady, The Aspern Papers, and The Wings of the Dove, Pearson's comprehensive study examines the various
framing strategies at work and considers the broader theoretical implications of reading through the prefaces.

Pearson's eclectic theoretical approach, similar to the recent poststructural work of John Carlos Rowe, makes
a complex argument accessible to an educated reader untutored in recent poststructural literary theory.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Prefaces
of Henry James? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Robert Schrader:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Prefaces of Henry James, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Chad Wood:

The reserve with title The Prefaces of Henry James has lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Frances McKay:

The Prefaces of Henry James can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Prefaces of Henry James although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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