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The Combat Studies Institute (CSI) is pleased to present Long War Occasional Paper 27, “The Challenge of
Adaptation: The US Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000,” by CSI historian Mr. Robert Davis.
Using three case studies from the late twentieth century, Davis examines the processes by which the US
Army sought to prepare itself for the future after the conclusion of a major conflict. It is essentially a study of
how, in the wake of major conflict, the Army “learned its lessons.” In each of these periods – post Korean
War, post Vietnam War, and post Cold War – the Army examined its existing institutional structures and
processes, force structure, training and educational systems, and doctrine to prepare for an uncertain future.
Following the Korean War, the nation struggled to define the role of ground forces in a Cold War era
seemingly dominated by airpower and nuclear weapons. The Army also wrestled with the conceptual
problem of creating a “dual-capable” force which could fight on both nuclear and conventional battlefields.
President Kennedy’s “Flexible Response” defense strategy and the Vietnam War abruptly ended the Army’s
unsatisfactory Pentomic Era. By contrast, after the Vietnam War the nation and the Army re-emphasized a
“threat based” approach to developing and measuring its capabilities against the clearly defined military
threats posed by the USSR and the Warsaw Pact. During the seventeen years between 1973 and 1990, the
Army implemented wide-ranging institutional, doctrinal, training, educational and force structure changes
which yielded an Army of unprecedented capability by the first Gulf War in 1991. After the end of the Cold
War, however, the nation and the Army faced a very uncertain national security situation without a clearly
definable threat. Like the advent of the nuclear era some fifty years prior, the information age seemed to call
into question the role of ground forces in future military operations. Following a decade of unconventional
operations in the 1990s, the Army launched another wide-ranging transformation effort in 1999 using a new
“capabilities based” model to prepare itself for uncertain future military threats. The events of 9/11 and the
declaration of the war on terror in 2001 again refocused the nation and the Army on the role of ground forces
in the 21st century. This study provides insights into how the US Army sought to prepare for the future at the
end of major conflicts, and suggests approaches which Army leaders may wish to keep in mind as they
continue to adapt to evolving circumstances and realities.~
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Challenge of Adaptation: The US Army in the Aftermath
of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Challenge of Adaptation: The US
Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Challenge of Adaptation: The US Army in the
Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Angel Huitt:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Challenge of Adaptation:
The US Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The
Challenge of Adaptation: The US Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series
Occasional Paper 27 become your current starter.

Lucinda Brown:

This The Challenge of Adaptation: The US Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War
Series Occasional Paper 27 is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Challenge of Adaptation: The US
Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 in your hand like
having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?



Stacy Brooks:

This The Challenge of Adaptation: The US Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War
Series Occasional Paper 27 is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Challenge of Adaptation: The US
Army in the Aftermath of Conflict, 1953-2000: The Long War Series Occasional Paper 27 can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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