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Abolitionism is not only a strategy or a set of demands, aimed at the reduction (or suppression) of custody, it
is also a perspective, a philosophy, an approach which challenges conventional definitions of crime. This
book examines the origin, philosophy and achievements of abolitionism and reviews the literature on penal
abolitionism from the 1960s to the 1980s.

By collecting and discussing the key abolitionist arguments, the author critically analyzes the views
expressed by its leading proponents; Nils Christie, Louk Hulsman, Thomas Mathiesen and Herman Bianchi,
examining in particular how their views took shape, their philosophical foundations, and the social and
political context of abolitionist ideas and perspectives. Policies, such as the virtual abolition of custody for
young offenders in Italy, are presented and the area of informal justice is also addressed, with an overview of
mediation and compensation practices, and an assessment of the degree of their effectiveness and
desirability.

Through assessment of these achievements and experiments of specific abolitionist ideas, the author attempts
to identify the legacy of abolitionism from a European perspective, while bringing into focus more recent
contributions concerning the study of terrorism and war.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology). All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Whitney Obrien:

The actual book Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Wanda Pence:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon
Studies in Criminology) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon Studies in Criminology)
become your own starter.

Bonnie Wilson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Penal Abolitionism (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Penal Abolitionism
(Clarendon Studies in Criminology). You can more desirable than now.
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