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LONGLISTED FOR THE 2015 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD

A sharply observed, mordantly funny, and startlingly original novel from an exciting, unconventional new
voice—the author of the acclaimed The Wallcreeper—about the making and unmaking of the American
family that lays bare all of our assumptions about race and racism, sexuality and desire.

Stillwater College in Virginia, 1966. Freshman Peggy, an ingénue with literary pretensions, falls under the
spell of Lee, a blue-blooded poet and professor, and they begin an ill-advised affair that results in an
unplanned pregnancy and marriage. The two are mismatched from the start—she’s a lesbian, he’s gay—but
it takes a decade of emotional erosion before Peggy runs off with their three-year-old daughter, leaving their
nine-year-old son behind.

Worried that Lee will have her committed for her erratic behavior, Peggy goes underground, adopting an
African American persona for her and her daughter. They squat in a house in an African-American
settlement, eventually moving to a housing project where no one questions their true racial identities. As
Peggy and Lee’s children grow up, they must contend with diverse emotional issues: Byrdie deals with his
father’s compulsive honesty; while Karen struggles with her mother’s lies—she knows neither her real age,
nor that she is “white,” nor that she has any other family.

Years later, a minority scholarship lands Karen at the University of Virginia, where Byrdie is in his senior
year. Eventually the long lost siblings will meet, setting off a series of misunderstandings and culminating in
a comedic finale worthy of Shakespeare.
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From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Mislaid: A Novel will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Patrick Vanmeter:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Mislaid: A Novel book is readable by means of you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Mislaid: A Novel content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Mislaid: A Novel is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Terry Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Mislaid: A Novel why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Hugo Carter:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's spirit or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Mislaid: A Novel can make you experience more interested
to read.
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