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Robert Bellarmine was one of the pillars of post-Reformation Catholicism: he was a celebrated theologian
and a highly ranked member of the Congregations of the Inquisition and of the Index, the censor in charge of
the Galileo affair. Bellarmine was also one of the most original political theorists of his time, and he
participated directly in many of the political conflicts that agitated Europe between the end of the sixteenth
and the beginning of the seventeenth century.

Stefania Tutino offers the first full-length study of the impact of Bellarmine's theory of the potestas indirecta
in early modern Europe. Following the reactions to Bellarmine's theory across national and confessional
boundaries, this book explores some of the most crucial political and theological knots in the history of post-
Reformation Europe, from the controversy over the Oath of Allegiance to the battle over the Interdetto in
Venice. The book sets those political and religious controversies against the background of the theological
and institutional developments of the post-Tridentine Catholic Church. By examining the violent and at times
surprising controversies originated by Bellarmine's theory, this book challenges some of the traditional
assumptions regarding the theological shape of post-Tridentine Catholicism; it offers a fresh perspective on
the centrality of the links between confessional affiliation and political allegiance in the development of the
modern nation-states; and it contributes to our understanding of the development of 'modern' notions of
power and authority.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dolan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology).

Ann Walsh:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Empire of Souls: Robert
Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and
the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Joseph Wilds:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Empire of Souls: Robert
Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Edward Franco:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian
Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) or even others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In



additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the
Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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