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This study surveys the treatment of money and economic life on the American stage from the Great
Depression to the dawn of the twenty-first century and provides close analyses of key works by five pivotal
playwrights: Sidney Kingsley, Arthur Miller, David Mamet, August Wilson, and Suzan-Lori Parks. In a
comparison of the treatment of money in a range of American plays from the Great Depression to the early
twenty-first century, money emerges as a site of anxieties regarding the relation of signs to the real: a
monstrous substance that seems to breed itself from itself; a dangerous abstraction that claims for itself a
hard reality, transforming lived reality into an abstraction. At the same time, money's self-generating
properties have made it a serviceable metaphor for the American ideal of self-making; money's ability to
exchange means for ends, abstract for concrete, representation for real, has made it an emblem of our
postmodern condition. Money has been conceived as a malevolent force robbing us of our natural relation to
the world and to ourselves, and as an empowering one with which me way remake this relation. This
ambivalence about money constitutes an important animating tension of American drama. Furthermore,
anxieties surrounding money resemble in important ways anxieties surrounding theatre, and the plays'
treatment of money reveals interesting tensions between a persistent American dramatic realism and
naturalism, and a philosophical and aesthetic postmodernism.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Bad Pennies and Dead Presidents: Money in
Modern American Drama will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Milford Garrett:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Bad Pennies and Dead Presidents:
Money in Modern American Drama is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Erin Harmon:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Bad Pennies and Dead Presidents: Money
in Modern American Drama, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Colin Wegner:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Bad Pennies and Dead Presidents: Money in Modern American Drama can be your answer
as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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