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Humanity can make short work of the oceans’ creatures. In 1741, hungry explorers discovered herds of
Steller’s sea cow in the Bering Strait, and in less than thirty years, the amiable beast had been harpooned into
extinction. It’s a classic story, but a key fact is often omitted. Bering Island was the last redoubt of a species
that had been decimated by hunting and habitat loss years before the
explorers set sail.

As Callum M. Roberts reveals in The Unnatural History of the Sea, the oceans’ bounty didn’t disappear
overnight. While today’s fishing industry is ruthlessly efficient, intense exploitation began not in the modern
era, or even with the dawn of industrialization, but in the eleventh century in medieval Europe. Roberts
explores this long and colorful history of commercial fishing, taking readers around the world and through
the centuries to witness the transformation of the seas.

Drawing on firsthand accounts of early explorers, pirates, merchants, fishers, and travelers, the book
recreates the oceans of the past: waters teeming with whales, sea lions, sea otters, turtles, and giant fish. The
abundance of marine life described by fifteenth century seafarers is almost unimaginable today, but Roberts
both brings it alive and artfully traces its depletion. Collapsing fisheries, he shows, are simply the latest
chapter in a long history of unfettered commercialization of the seas.

The story does not end with an empty ocean. Instead, Roberts describes how we might restore the splendor
and prosperity of the seas through smarter management of our resources and some simple restraint. From the
coasts of Florida to New Zealand, marine reserves have fostered spectacular recovery of plants and animals
to levels not seen in a century. They prove that history need not repeat itself: we can leave the oceans richer
than we found them.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific The Unnatural History of the Sea to read.

Katrina White:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Unnatural History of the Sea
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Thelma Davis:

This book untitled The Unnatural History of the Sea to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Dorcas Rogers:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This e-book The Unnatural History of the Sea was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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