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The image of Old West saloons as sites of violence and raucous entertainment has been perpetuated by film
and legend, but the true story of such establishments is far more complex. In Boomtown Saloons,
archaeologist Kelly J. Dixon recounts the excavation of four historic saloon sites in Nevada's Virginia City,
one of the West's most important boomtowns, and shows how the physical traces of this handful of disparate
drinking places offer a new perspective on authentic life in the mining West. During the second half of the
nineteenth century, the Comstock Lode's mineral wealth attracted people from all over the world. At its peak,
Virginia City had a cosmopolitan population of over 20,000. Like people everywhere, they sought to pass
their leisure time in congenial company, often in one or another of the four saloons studied here. Dixon's
accounts of the role these four establishments played in the social and economic life of Virginia City offers
keen insight into the businesses and people who made up the backdrop of a mining boomtown. The saloons
in this study were quieter than legend would have us believe; they served relatively distinct groups and
offered their customers a place of refuge, solidarity, and social contact with peers in a city where few people
had longtime ties or initially any close contacts. Boomtown Saloons also offers an equally vivid portrait of
the modern historical archaeologist who combines time-honored digging, reconstruction, and analysis
methods with such cutting-edge technology as DNA analysis of saliva traces on a 150-year-old pipestem and
chemical analysis of the residue in discarded condiment bottles. The book is illustrated with historical
photographs andmaps, as well as photographs of artifacts uncovered during the excavations of the four sites.
Dixon's sparkling text and thoughtful interpretation of evidence reveal an unknown aspect of daily life in one
of the West's most storied boomtowns and demonstrate that, contrary to legend, the traditional Western
saloon served a vital and complex social role in its community.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Callahan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History
In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still question Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in
Nevada History) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can
be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lynda Alford:

This Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History)
is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and knowledge.

Dixie Santiago:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada



History) when you necessary it?
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