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The relevance of Christianity is as hotly contested today as it has ever been. A New History of Early
Christianity shows how our current debates are rooted in the many controversies surrounding the birth of the
religion and the earliest attempts to resolve them. Charles Freeman’s meticulous historical account of
Christianity from its birth in Judaea in the first century A.D. to the emergence of Western and Eastern
churches by A.D. 600 reveals that it was a distinctive, vibrant, and incredibly diverse movement brought into
order at the cost of intellectual and spiritual vitality. Against the conventional narrative of the inevitable
“triumph” of a single distinct Christianity, Freeman shows that there was a host of competing Christianities,
many of which had as much claim to authenticity as those that eventually dominated. Looking with fresh
eyes at the historical record, Freeman explores the ambiguities and contradictions that underlay Christian
theology and the unavoidable compromises enforced in the name of doctrine.

Tracing the astonishing transformation that the early Christian church underwent—from sporadic niches of
Christian communities surviving in the wake of a horrific crucifixion to sanctioned alliance with the
state—Charles Freeman shows how freedom of thought was curtailed by the development of the concept of
faith. The imposition of "correct belief," religious uniformity, and an institutional framework that enforced
orthodoxy were both consolidating and stifling. Uncovering the difficulties in establishing the Christian
church, he examines its relationship with Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek philosophy and Greco-Roman society,
and he offers dramatic new accounts of Paul, the resurrection, and the church fathers and emperors.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A New History of Early Christianity, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Shawn Croll:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting A New History of Early
Christianity that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, it is possible to pick A New History of Early Christianity become your personal starter.

Debra Unger:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The A New History of Early Christianity will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Paul Mendosa:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book A New History of Early Christianity was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A New History of Early Christianity has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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