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Rarely have women found their place in the chronicles of Sicily's thirty-century history. Here one of Sicily's
most popular historians introduces seventeen women of varied backgrounds who defied convention to make
their mark in the annals of the complex history of the world's most conquered island.

Meet a timeless sisterhood of pious Roman maidens, steadfast Sicilian queens, and a Jewish mother who
confronted the horrors of the Inquisition. Theirs are inspiring stories of the courage of conviction bursting
forth to overcome the challenges of adversity. The lengthier ten biographies constitute full chapters, while
seven are concise sketches of a few paragraphs each.

In addition to these profiles - most of these women lived before 1500 - the author presents a general survey
and chronology of Sicilian history. Significantly, the book treats Sicily as the sovereign nation most of these
women knew, and not as a 'region' of the unified Italy or a tiny piece of Europe. The chronology (timeline)
reaches into the present century, and there's an appendix dedicated to Sicilian women today.

Until now, biographies of Sicilian women written in English (as the original language) have been the work of
foreign authors. This one is a milestone, the first book about the historical women of Sicily written in
English by a Sicilian woman in Sicily. It reflects a special passion and an astute understanding of its subject.

Some of the information is the result of original (scholarly) research, and a few facts were garnered from
unique sources. The chapter on Queen Maria Sophia of the Two Sicilies, who died in 1925, is the lengthiest
treatment of her ever published in English, and it was based in part on an unpublished interview with
somebody who knew the Queen, namely her niece, the late Princess Urraca. Living links of this kind are
precious in historical writing.

While the concise overview of the status of women in twenty-first century Sicily is provided merely for the
benefit of readers who wish to compare the past and present, the pages dedicated to that topic are a rare
occurrence in book publishing, especially in English. Here the author's statements are based on facts and
statistics rather than anecdotes or stereotypes. It is clear that she knows her subject.

With its chronology and reading list, this volume is useful as a reference, but its narrative makes for an
interesting read. 

Jackie Alio is an insightful author, one of Sicily's most talented historians, and this book was long overdue.
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From reader reviews:

James Gabriel:

The book Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Women of Sicily: Saints,
Queens and Rebels to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open up and read a reserve Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Deanna Nance:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get ahead of. The Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels giving you yet another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Frances Temple:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Marylou Standley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels.
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