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Through a study of the church of Santa Prassede, Mary M. Schaefer offers a compelling examination of the
"golden ages' for women active in ecclesial ministries, critically measuring feminist claims and providing
evidence contrary to the official Roman pasition that women have never been ordained in the Cathalic
Church.

The ninth-century church of Santa Prassede has been studied intensively in recent years, yet no scholar has
yet recognized the significance of the balanced male and female imagery: both men and women disciples,
Peter and Paul as family friends, Praxedes and her sister as house church leaders in the post-apostolic period
assisted by bishop Pius I, and Pope Paschal's mother Theodora episcopa, for example. Praxedes
identification as "presbytera’ by a Roman priest-historian in 1655 and by the Benedictine prior of the church
in 1725 prompts analysis of women's ordination rites in churches of East and West.

Santa Prassede preserves one of the largest intact programs of church decoration in Rome up to 1200.
Schaefer investigatesits scriptural and liturgical sources, and, in turn, reexamines its foundation myth. With
the story of the church, Schaefer provides a detailed study of women in pastoral office (especially diaconas,
presbyteras, and episcopal abbesses) from the first through twelfth centuries in the West. Women in Pastoral
Office also shows how the liturgy as well as the vita of Praxedes and her sister Pudentiana (whose fourth
century church is located down the hill) shaped this outstanding commission of the builder, Pope Paschal |
(817-824).
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Johnson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you redly
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Women in Pastoral Office: The Story of Santa
Prassede, Rome to read.

Joan Munoz:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld could share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them
isthis Women in Pastoral Office: The Story of Santa Prassede, Rome.

Laura Thibodeau:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Women in Pastoral Office: The Story of Santa Prassede, Rome can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Norma Barnes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
guestion was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Women in Pastoral



Office: The Story of Santa Prassede, Rome.
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