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North of Los Angeles - the studios, the beaches, Rodeo Drive - lies a sparsely populated region that
comprises fully one half of Los Angeles County. Sprawling across 2200 miles, this shadow side of Los
Angeles is in the high Mojave Desert. Known as the Antelope Valley, it's a terrain of savage dignity, a vast
amphitheatre of startling wonders that put on a show as the megalopolis burrows northward into the region's
last frontier. Ranchers, cowboys, dreamers, dropouts, bikers, hikers, and felons have settled here - those who
have chosen solitude over the trappings of contemporary life or simply have nowhere else to go. But in
recent years their lives have been encroached upon by the creeping spread of subdivisions, funded by the
once easy money of subprime America. McMansions - many empty now - gradually replaced Joshua trees;
the desert - America's escape hatch - began to vanish as it became home to a latter-day exodus of pilgrims.

It is against the backdrop of these two competing visions of land and space that Donald Kueck - a desert
hermit who loved animals and hated civilization - took his last stand, gunning down beloved deputy sheriff
Steven Sorensen when he approached his trailer at high noon on a scorching summer day. As the sound of
rifle fire echoed across the Mojave, Kueck took off into the desert he knew so well, kicking off the biggest
manhunt in modern California history until he was finally killed in a Wagnerian firestorm under a full moon
as nuns at a nearby convent watched and prayed.

This manhunt was the subject of a widely praised article by Deanne Stillman, first published in Rolling
Stone, a finalist for a PEN Center USA journalism award, and included in the anthology Best American
Crime Writing 2006. In Desert Reckoning she continues her desert beat and uses Kueck’s story as a point of
departure to further explore our relationship to place and the wars that are playing out on our homeland. In
addition, Stillman also delves into the hidden history of Los Angeles County, and traces the paths of two
men on a collision course that could only end in the modern Wild West. Why did a brilliant, self-taught
rocket scientist who just wanted to be left alone go off the rails when a cop showed up? What role did the
California prison system play in this drama? What happens to people when the American dream is stripped
away? And what is it like for the men who are sworn to protect and serve?
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

In other case, little persons like to read book Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit, and the
Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit,
and the Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Charlene Rodriquez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit, and the
Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Desert Reckoning: A Town
Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit, and the Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave
Hermit, and the Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Latasha Hisle:

The reason? Because this Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit, and the Biggest Manhunt in
Modern California History is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Barbara Simon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave
Hermit, and the Biggest Manhunt in Modern California History was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Desert Reckoning: A Town Sheriff, a Mojave Hermit, and the Biggest Manhunt



in Modern California History has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading which.
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