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A unique account of Cold War history during the Khrushchev era by one who witnessed it firsthand at his
father's side.

More is known about Nikita Khrushchev than about many former Soviet leaders, partly because of his own
efforts to communicate through speeches, interviews, and memoirs. (A partial version of his memoirs was
published in three volumes in 1970, 1974, and 1990, and a complete version was published in Russia in 1999
and will appear in an English translation to be published by Penn State Press.) But even with the opening of
party and state archives in 1991, as William Taubman points out in his Foreword, many questions remain
unanswered. "How did Khrushchev manage not only to survive Stalin but to succeed him? What led him to
denounce his former master [an event that some interpreters herald as the first act in the drama that led to the
end of the USSR]? How could a man of minimal formal education direct the affairs of a vast intercontinental
empire in the nuclear age? Why did KhrushchevÂ’s attempt to ease East-West tensions result in two of the
worst crises of the Cold War in Berlin and Cuba? To resolve these and other contradictions, we need more
than policy documents from archives and memoirs from associates. We need firsthand testimony by family
members who knew Khrushchev best, especially by his only surviving son, Sergei, in whom he often
confided."

As Sergei says, "During the Cold War our nations lived on opposite sides of the Iron Curtain, and not only
was it an Iron Curtain but it was also a mirror: one side perceived the other as the 'evil empire,Â’ and vice
versa; so, too, each side feared the other would start a nuclear war. Neither side could understand the real
reasons behind many decisions because Americans and Russians, representing different cultures, think
differently. The result was a Cold War filled with misperceptions that could easily have led to tragedy, and
we are lucky it never happened. And still, after the Cold War, American-Russian relations are based on many
misunderstandings." In this book Sergei tells the story of how the Cold War happened in reality from the
Russian side, not from the American side, and this is his most important contribution.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Nikita Khrushchev: And the Creation of
a Superpower. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Shawn Hernandez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Nikita Khrushchev: And the
Creation of a Superpower that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Nikita Khrushchev: And the Creation of a Superpower become
your own starter.

Doris Garcia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Nikita Khrushchev: And the Creation of a Superpower can be your answer because it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Anna Hart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Nikita Khrushchev: And the Creation of a Superpower when you desired it?
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