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In this dazzling exploration of one of the most contradictory periods of literary and artistic achievement in
modern history, journalist Andy McSmith evokes the lives of more than a dozen of the most brilliant artists
and writers of the twentieth century. Taking us deep into Stalin’s Russia, Fear and the Muse Kept Watch
asks the question: can great art be produced in a police state? For although Josif Stalin ran one of the most
oppressive regimes in world history, under him Russia also produced an outpouring of artistic works of
immense and lasting power—from the poems of Anna Akhmatova and Osip Mandelstam to the opera Peter
and the Wolf, the film Alexander Nevsky, and the novels The Master and Margarita and Doctor Zhivago.

For those artists visible enough for Stalin to take an interest in them, it was Stalin himself who decided
whether they lived in luxury or were sent to the Lubyanka, the headquarters of the secret police, to be
tortured and sometimes even executed. McSmith brings together the stories of these artists—including Isaac
Babel, Boris Pasternak, Dmitri Shostakovich, and many others—revealing how they pursued their art under
Stalin’s regime and often at great personal risk. It was a world in which the poet Vladimir Mayakovsky,
whose bright yellow tunic was considered a threat to public order under the tsars, struggled to make the
communist authorities see the value of avant garde art; Babel publicly thanked the regime for allowing him
the privilege of not writing; and Shostakovich’s career veered wildly between public disgrace and wealth and
acclaim.

In the tradition of Eileen Simpson’s Poets in Their Youth and Phyllis Rose’s Parallel Lives, Fear and the
Muse Kept Watch is an extraordinary work of historical recovery. It is also a bold exploration of the triumph
of art during terrible times and a book that will stay with its readers for a long, long while.
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From reader reviews:

Loris Beal:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Fear and the Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from
Akhmatova and Pasternak to Shostakovich and Eisenstein—Under Stalin book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Fear and the
Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from Akhmatova and Pasternak to Shostakovich and
Eisenstein—Under Stalin content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fear
and the Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from Akhmatova and Pasternak to Shostakovich and
Eisenstein—Under Stalin is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Marcy Madison:

This book untitled Fear and the Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from Akhmatova and Pasternak to
Shostakovich and Eisenstein—Under Stalin to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Constance Argueta:

Why? Because this Fear and the Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from Akhmatova and Pasternak
to Shostakovich and Eisenstein—Under Stalin is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Katie Mueller:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Fear and the Muse Kept Watch: The Russian Masters—from Akhmatova and
Pasternak to Shostakovich and Eisenstein—Under Stalin. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential



that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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