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Dirt—as in clay gravel sand silt soil loam mud—is everywhere and it's free. The ground we walk on and
grow crops in also just happens to be the most widely used building material on the planet.

Civilizations throughout time have used it to create stable warm low-impact structures. The world's first
skyscrapers were built of mud brick. Paul Revere Chairman Mao and Ronald Reagan all lived in earth
houses at various points in their lives and several of the buildings housing Donald Judd's priceless collection
at the Chinati Foundation in Marfa Texas are made of mud brick.

Currently it is estimated that one half of the world's population—approximately three billion people on six
continents—lives or works in buildings constructed of earth. And while the vast legacy of traditional and
vernacular earthen construction has been widely discussed little attention has been paid to the contemporary
tradition of earth architecture. Author Ronald Rael founder of Eartharchitecture.org provides a history of
building with earth in the modern era focusing particularly on projects constructed in the last few decades
that use rammed earth mud brick compressed earth cob and several other interesting techniques. Earth
Architecture presents a selection of more than 40 projects that exemplify new creative uses of the oldest
building material on the planet.

Rael's engaging narrative addresses the misconceptions associated with earth architecture. Many assume that
it's only used for housing in poor rural areas—but there are examples of airports embassies hospitals
museums and factories that are made of earth. It's also assumed that earth is a fragile ephemeral material
while in reality some of the oldest extant buildings on the planet are made of earth. Rael also touches on
many topics that pervade both architecture and popular media today such as the ecological benefits and the
politics of building with earth particularly in developing nations where earth buildings are often thought of as
pre-modern or backward. With engaging discussion and more than 300 images Earth Architecture showcases
the beauty and simplicity of one of humankind's most evolved and sophisticated building technologies.
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

The book Earth Architecture make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Earth Architecture being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a book Earth Architecture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

John Dudley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Earth Architecture book as nice and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Amanda Lara:

The actual book Earth Architecture will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to
you. The book Earth Architecture is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Christine Mata:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Earth Architecture can give you a lot of buddies because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Earth Architecture.
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