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In recent years, there has been a significant surge in interest in spiritual matters, including a noticeable move
toward Eastern religions such as Shintoism. Until now, however, there has been no resource in English
providing extensive information about Shinto shrines for the many Westerners who travel to Japan to visit
these sites.

With over 100 color photos, fifty black-and-white detailed illustrations, and maps, this handy guidebook
showcases sixty-six major Shinto shrines, many of which are World Heritage Sites or National Treasures. In
their opening section, the authors introduce both basic and fascinating aspects of this ancient religion, which
remains intricately woven into the very fabric of Japanese culture. They discuss the history of Shintoism and
its fundamental tenets; its relationship to Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and other Eastern belief
systems; customs and rites; and types of festivals.

The Guide portion of the book is organized by region of the country. For each shrine, there is a
comprehensive entry highlighting important spiritual features, physical features of the structure itself
(architecture, design, and art), associated festivals, and enshrined gods. The authors also note the prayers
offered, and the best times for travelers to visit. The comprehensive histories of each shrine, taken as a
whole, provides a comprehensive look at Shinto and its connection to such aspects of Japanese culture as
martial arts, samurai, pirates and poetry. An excellent jumping off point on a tour of Japan and its culture.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

The book Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Shinto
Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient
Religion has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Chambers:

The actual book Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites
of Japan's Ancient Religion is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ryan Barrett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's
Ancient Religion. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Robert Bowser:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion can make you feel
more interested to read.
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