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Disturbing the Peace tells the story of a controversial Cajun priest, a former gung-ho Navy officer injured in
a bomb blast in Vietnam, who has tirelessly championed human rights and aroused the conscience of a
nation. The fast-paced historical biography also profiles the movement he founded to close a notorious U.S.
Army school whose graduates have committed atrocities across Latin America.

The journey of this "spiritual hobo" has more twists and turns than the Mississippi River: from love affairs
that ended in heartbreak to patriotic impulses that ended in disillusionment. From dreams of wealth to
missionary work among the poor. From protests and prison terms to a cloistered monastery. From
confrontations with church hierarchy to political battles on Capitol Hill.

Bourgeois’ opposition to militarism began after a blind Vietnamese orphan opened his eyes to the realities of
war. Since then, his human rights work has taken him to half a dozen war-torn countries: To Bolivia, where
U.S.-backed security forces kidnapped him after he spoke out against torture. To El Salvador, where he
disappeared and two of his friends were killed by U.S.-trained death squads. To Nicaragua and Honduras,
where the CIA was helping contra commandos overthrow a government. To Colombia, where he witnessed
the human toll of the drug war, escorted by an Army general linked to terrorist bombings. To Iraq, where he
met with desperately poor Iraqis just before the country became a bloodbath.

The assassinations of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador in 1989 spurred Bourgeois to investigate the U.S.
Army’s School of the Americas, then a little known training installation whose graduates were later linked
not only to the Jesuit massacre, but to gross human rights abuses throughout Latin America.

The latter half of the book profiles the movement he founded to close the school; the Congressional battles
over its funding; the Pentagon’s forced admission that the school used manuals advocating torture and
assassination; and the courage of average Americans – including WWII and Vietnam veterans, students,
union workers, professionals, clergy and elderly nuns – who have risked imprisonment each year at the
annual November demonstration at Fort Benning, Ga., where the school is located.

In documenting the sordid record of the school’s graduates – from dictators and intelligence agents to death
squad leaders and torturers, Disturbing the Peace shines a light on the dark side of U.S. foreign policy – not
only in Latin America, but in Iraq, where Bush administration policies on torture led to the disgrace of Abu
Ghraib.

While the Pentagon closed and then re-opened the school under a new name -- the Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation, the SOA Watch movement has remained one of the strongest voices of
dissent since Sept.11, 2001, winning court battles that have helped safeguard First Amendment rights at a
time civil liberties are eroding.

Time and again throughout the struggle, Bourgeois, along with his fellow provocateurs for justice, lend
credence to Margaret Mead’s belief "that a small group of committed citizens can change the world."
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From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Disturbing the Peace: The Story of
Father Roy Bourgeois and the Movement to Close the School of Americas. All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Judith Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Disturbing the Peace: The Story of
Father Roy Bourgeois and the Movement to Close the School of Americas publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question Disturbing the Peace: The Story of Father Roy Bourgeois and the
Movement to Close the School of Americas as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Thomas Hawkins:

This Disturbing the Peace: The Story of Father Roy Bourgeois and the Movement to Close the School of
Americas is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Disturbing the Peace: The Story of Father Roy Bourgeois and the
Movement to Close the School of Americas can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life along with knowledge.

Brandy Brobst:

You can find this Disturbing the Peace: The Story of Father Roy Bourgeois and the Movement to Close the
School of Americas by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just



looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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