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In Colonial Habits Kathryn Burns transforms our view of nuns as marginal recluses, making them central
actors on the colonial stage. Beginning with the 1558 founding of South America’s first convent, Burns
shows that nuns in Cuzco played a vital part in subjugating Incas, creating a creole elite, and reproducing an
Andean colonial order in which economic and spiritual interests were inextricably fused.
Based on unprecedented archival research, Colonial Habits demonstrates how nuns became leading
guarantors of their city’s social order by making loans, managing property, containing “unruly” women, and
raising girls. Coining the phrase “spiritual economy” to analyze the intricate investments and relationships
that enabled Cuzco’s convents and their backers to thrive, Burns explains how, by the late 1700s, this
economy had faltered badly, making convents an emblem of decay and a focal point for intense criticism of a
failing colonial regime. By the nineteenth century, the nuns had retreated from their previous roles,
marginalized in the construction of a new republican order.
Providing insight that can be extended well outside the Andes to the relationships articulated by convents
across much of Europe, the Americas, and beyond, Colonial Habits will engage those interested in early
modern economics, Latin American studies, women in religion, and the history of gender, class, and race.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Greene:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Colonial Habits: Convents and the Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Colonial Habits: Convents and the Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Colonial Habits: Convents and the Spiritual
Economy of Cuzco, Peru is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Irving Wile:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Colonial Habits: Convents and the
Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Daryl Glover:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Colonial Habits: Convents and the Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru can be your answer since it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.

Carol Ratliff:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Colonial Habits: Convents and the Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru when you desired it?
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