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Jenny Huberman provides an ethnographic study of encounters between western tourists and the children

who work as unlicensed peddlers and guides along the riverfront city of Banaras, India. She examines how

and why these children elicit such powerful reactions from western tourists and locals in their community as

well as how the children themselves experience their work and render it meaningful.

Ambivalent Encounters brings together scholarship on the anthropology of childhood, tourism, consumption,

and exchange to ask why children emerge as objects of the international tourist gaze; what role they play in

representing socio-economic change; how children are valued and devalued; why they elicit anxieties,

fantasies, and debates; and what these tourist encounters teach us more generally about the nature of human

interaction. It examines the role of gender in mediating experiences of social change—girls are praised by

locals for participating constructively in the informal tourist economy while boys are accused of deviant

behavior. Huberman is interested equally in the children’s and adults’ perspectives; her own experiences as a

western visitor and researcher provide an intriguing entry into her interpretations.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ambivalent Encounters:
Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Beverly Turner:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Ambivalent Encounters:
Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Julia Barr:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in
Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Eugene Howard:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and
Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because
by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why



hesitate? Let's have Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India
(Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies).
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