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The dawn of humanism in the Renaissance presented privileged women with great opportunities for personal
and intellectual growth. Sexual and social roles still determined the extent to which a woman could pursue
education and intellectual accomplishment, but it was possible through the composition of poetry or prose to
temporarily offset hierarchies of gender, to become equal to men in the act of creation.

Edited by Katharina M. Wilson, this anthology introduces the works of twenty-five women writers of the
Renaissance and Reformation, among them Marie Dentière, a Swiss evangelical reformer whose writings
were so successful they were banned during her lifetime; Gaspara Stampa, a cultivated courtesan of Venetian
aristocratic circles who wrote lyric poetry that has earned her comparisons to Michelangelo and Tasso;
Hélisenne de Crenne, a French aristocrat who embodied the true spirit of the Renaissance feminist, writing
both as novelist and as champion of her sex; Helene Kottanner, Austrian chambermaid to Queen Elizabeth of
Hungary whose memoirs recall her daring theft of the Holy Crown of Saint Stephen for her esteemed
mistress; and Lady Mary Sidney Wroth, the first Englishwoman known to write a full-length work of fiction
and compose a significant body of secular poetry.

Offering a seldom seen counterpoint to literature written by men, Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation presents prose and poetry that have never before appeared in English, as well as writings that
have rarely been available to the nonspecialist. The women whose writings are included here are united by a
keen awareness of the social limitations placed upon their creative potential, of the strained relationship
between their gender and their work. This concern invests their writings with a distinctive voice—one that
carries the echoes of a male aesthetic while boldly declaring battle against it.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Minnie Rivera:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Haley Thacker:

The book untitled Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Karen Morris:

This Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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