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The Jews of Hungary is the first comprehensive history in any language of the unique Jewish community that
has lived in the Carpathian Basin for eighteen centuries, from Roman times to the present. Noted historian
and anthropologist Raphael Patai, himself a native of Hungary, tells in this pioneering study the fascinating
story of the struggles, achievements, and setbacks that marked the flow of history for the Hungarian Jews.
He traces their seminal role in Hungarian politics, finance, industry, science, medicine, arts, and
literature, and their surprisingly rich contributions to Jewish scholarship and religious leadership both inside
Hungary and in the Western world.

In the early centuries of their history Hungarian Jews left no written works, so Patai had to piece together a
picture of their life up to the sixteenth century based on documents and reports written by non-Jewish
Hungarians and visitors from abroad. Once Hungarian Jewish literary activity began, the sources covering
the life and work of the Jews rapidly increased in richness. Patai made full use of the wealth of information
contained in the monumental eighteen-volume series of the Hungarian Jewish Archives and the other
abundant primary sources available in Latin, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, Yiddish, and Turkish, the
languages in vogue in various periods among the Jews of Hungary. In his presentation of the modern period
he also examined the
literary reflection of Hungarian Jewish life in the works of Jewish and non-Jewish Hungarian novelists,
poets, dramatists, and
journalists.

Patai's main focus within the overall history of the Hungarian Jews is their culture and their psychology.
Convinced that what is most characteristic of a people is the culture which endows its existence with specific
coloration, he devotes special attention to the manifestations of Hungarian Jewish talent in the various
cultural fields, most significantly literature, the arts, and scholarship. Based on the available statistical data
Patai shows that from the nineteenth century, in all fields of
Hungarian culture, Jews played leading roles not duplicated in any other country.

Patai also shows that in the Hungarian Jewish culture a specific set of psychological motivations had a highly
significant function. The Hungarian national character trait of emphatic patriotism was present in an even
more fervent form in the Hungarian Jewish mind. Despite their centuries-old struggle against anti-Semitism,
and especially from the nineteenth century on, Hungarian Jews remained convinced that they were one
hundred percent Hungarians, differing in nothing but denominational variation from the Catholic and
Protestant Hungarians. This mindset kept them apart and isolated from the Jewries of the Western world until
overtaken by the tragedy of the Holocaust in the closing months of World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Jews of Hungary: History, Culture,
Psychology will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Emma Latshaw:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Jews of Hungary:
History, Culture, Psychology book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Ruby Pritchett:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Jews of Hungary: History, Culture, Psychology book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with The Jews of Hungary: History, Culture, Psychology content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Jews of Hungary: History, Culture, Psychology is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Patricia Howard:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Jews of Hungary: History, Culture, Psychology why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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