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They melted like snow on the ground, one officer said?wave after wave of Federal soldiers charging uphill
across an open muddy plain. Confederates, fortified behind a stone wall along a sunken road, poured a hail of
lead into them as they charged . . . and faltered . . . and died. “I had never before seen fighting like that,
nothing approaching it in terrible uproar and destruction,” said one eyewitness to the slaughter. “It is only
murder now.”

The battle of Fredericksburg is usually remembered as the most lopsided Union defeat of the Civil War. It is
sometimes called “Burnside’s folly,” after Union commander Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside who led the
Army of the Potomac to ruin along the banks of the Rappahannock River. But the battle remains one of the
most misunderstood and misremembered engagements of the war. Burnside started with a well-conceived
plan and had every reason to expect victory. How did it go so terribly wrong?

Authors Chris Mackowski and Kristopher D. White have worked for years along Fredericksburg’s Sunken
Road and Stone Wall, and they’ve escorted thousands of visitors across the battlefield. Simply Murder not
only recounts Fredericksburg’s tragic story of slaughter, but includes invaluable information about the
battlefield itself and the insights they’ve learned from years of walking the ground.

Simply Murder can be enjoyed in the comfort of one’s living room or as a guide on the battlefield itself. It is
also the first release in the new “Emerging Civil War Series,” which offers compelling and easy-to-read
overviews of some of the Civil War’s most important battles and issues.

About the Authors: Chris Mackowski is a professor in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at
St. Bonaventure University in Allegany, New York, and also works with the National Park Service at
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park, which includes the Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Wilderness, and Spotsylvania battlefields.

Kristopher D. White is a historian for the Penn-Trafford Recreation Board and a continuing education
instructor for the Community College of Allegheny County near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He served for five
years as a staff military historian at Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park, and is a former
Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg.

Longtime friends, Mackowski and White have co-authored several books and numerous articles for various
Civil War magazines. They also co-founded the blog Emerging Civil War, which can be read at:
www.emergingcivilwar.com.

REVIEWS

"The presentation of an intelligent, readable, and original account at each location is wonderful. Time after
time, I wished this book was with me during my visit to the battlefield."
– Jim Durney, Suncoast Civil War Round Table



"Simply Murder is an affordable and readable overview of the Battle of Fredericksburg. Those looking to
better understand this battle . . . would do well to purchase this book."
– Brett Sculte, TOCWOC - A Civil War Blog
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

The experience that you get from Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862
(Emerging Civil War Series) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862 (Emerging Civil War Series) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Simply Murder: The Battle of
Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862 (Emerging Civil War Series) instantly.

Kai Martin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Simply Murder: The Battle of
Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862 (Emerging Civil War Series) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick
Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862 (Emerging Civil War Series) become
your starter.

John Moore:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862 (Emerging Civil War
Series) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Karen Garcia:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862
(Emerging Civil War Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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