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July Fourth, "The Star-Spangled Banner," Memorial Day, and the pledge of allegiance are typically thought
of as timeless and consensual representations of a national, American culture. In fact, as Cecilia O'Leary
shows, most trappings of the nation's icons were modern inventions that were deeply and bitterly contested.
While the Civil War determined the survival of the Union, what it meant to be a loyal American remained an
open question as the struggle to make a nation moved off of the battlefields and into cultural and political
terrain.

Drawing upon a wide variety of original sources, O'Leary's interdisciplinary study explores the conflict over
what events and icons would be inscribed into national memory, what traditions would be invented to
establish continuity with a "suitable past," who would be exemplified as national heroes, and whether ethnic,
regional, and other identities could coexist with loyalty to the nation. This book traces the origins,
development, and consolidation of patriotic cultures in the United States from the latter half of the nineteenth
century up to World War I, a period in which the country emerged as a modern nation-state. Until patriotism
became a government-dominated affair in the twentieth century, culture wars raged throughout civil society
over who had the authority to speak for the nation: Black Americans, women's organizations, workers,
immigrants, and activists all spoke out and deeply influenced America's public life. Not until World War I,
when the government joined forces with right-wing organizations and vigilante groups, did a racially
exclusive, culturally conformist, militaristic patriotism finally triumph, albeit temporarily, over more
progressive, egalitarian visions.

As O'Leary suggests, the paradox of American patriotism remains with us. Are nationalism and democratic
forms of citizenship compatible? What binds a nation so divided by regions, languages, ethnicity, racism,
gender, and class? The most thought-provoking question of this complex book is, Who gets to claim the
American flag and determine the meanings of the republic for which it stands?
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Morales:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for
their book. One of them is this To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism.

James McFarland:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism.

India Oakley:

To Die For: The Paradox of American Patriotism can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing To Die For: The
Paradox of American Patriotism although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Seth Sutherland:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like To Die For: The Paradox of
American Patriotism which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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