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Among the enduring stereotypes of early American history has been the colonial Goodwife, perpetually
spinning, sewing, darning, and quilting, answering all of her family's textile needs. But the Goodwife of
popular historical imagination obscures as much as she reveals; the icon appears to explain early American
women's labor history while at the same time allowing it to go unexplained. Tensions of class and gender
recede, and the largest artisanal trade open to early American women is obscured in the guise of domesticity.

In this book, Marla R. Miller illuminates the significance of women's work in the clothing trades of the early
Republic. Drawing on diaries, letters, reminiscences, ledgers, and material culture, she explores the contours
of working women's lives in rural New England, offering a nuanced view of their varied ranks and
roles?skilled and unskilled, black and white, artisanal and laboring?as producers and consumers, clients and
craftswomen, employers and employees. By plumbing hierarchies of power and skill, Miller explains how
needlework shaped and reflected the circumstances of real women's lives, at once drawing them together and
setting them apart.

The heart of the book brings into focus the entwined experiences of six women who lived in and around
Hadley, Massachusetts, a thriving agricultural village nestled in a bend in the Connecticut River about
halfway between the Connecticut and Vermont borders. Miller's examination of their distinct yet overlapping
worlds reveals the myriad ways that the circumstances of everyday lives positioned women in relationship to
one another, enlarging and limiting opportunities and shaping the trajectories of days, years, and lifetimes in
ways both large and small. The Needle's Eye reveals not only how these women thought about their work,
but how they thought about their world.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Raber:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Needle's Eye: Women and Work in
the Age of Revolution seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Needle's Eye: Women and Work
in the Age of Revolution is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book The Needle's Eye: Women and Work in the Age of Revolution. You never experience lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Alice Lawson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Needle's Eye: Women and Work
in the Age of Revolution book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Gabriel Reyes:

The book untitled The Needle's Eye: Women and Work in the Age of Revolution contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice learn.

Erica Northern:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Needle's Eye: Women and Work in the Age of Revolution we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book
The Needle's Eye: Women and Work in the Age of Revolution. You can more attractive than now.
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