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It is now approaching one hundred years since the first publication of The Dead and this wonderful story
continues to fascinate readers, even prompting in recent times a film adaptation and a stage play. There are
many who feel it is the finest short story/novella ever written. Beautifully executed in so many ways,
multilayered and possessing an ineffable delicateness in subtlety throughout, it may indeed be James Joyce’s
finest writing. There is something so captivating in the way The Dead unfolds that even peripheral characters
such as Lily the caretaker’s daughter, Miss Ivors and Bartell D’Arcy take on a very definite existence and
linger with the reader taken through this tale of tussle between the living and the dead.

Critical interest in the story has remained active with scholars still debating the meaning of the title, still
searching out the meaning of Gabriel’s ‘journey westward’, and continuing identifying thematic
significances. One fact that there is unanimity upon is that Gabriel Conroy is James Joyce—and the twenty-
five year-old James Joyce writing the story in Trieste in the spring and summer of 1907 is harsh on himself:
‘A shameful consciousness of his own person assailed him. He saw himself as a ludicrous figure, acting as a
pennyboy for his aunts, a nervous well-meaning sentimentalist, orating to vulgarians and idealising his own
clownish lusts, the pitiable fatuous fellow he had caught a glimpse of in the mirror. Instinctively he turned
his back more to the light lest she might see the shame that burned upon his forehead.’

The ending of the story where Gabriel looks out the window of his room in the Gresham Hotel and watches
the snow — ‘His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly
falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.’ — is quite unforgettable.

Many editions in several languages have been published. The latest (edited and generously and informatively
annotated by James Mulligan) is a lavishly illustrated book that contains fifty-nine monochrome and color
illustrations of the contemporary Dublin. Some of the illustrations such as the two photos of the legendary
opera singer mentioned in the story, William Parkinson, and an illustration of the famous English soprano,
Georgina Burns, are seen for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

This THE DEAD (Annotated) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This THE DEAD
(Annotated) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry THE DEAD (Annotated) can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This
THE DEAD (Annotated) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Anna Harlow:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking THE DEAD (Annotated) that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick THE DEAD (Annotated) become your personal starter.

Lawrence Elam:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list will be THE DEAD (Annotated). This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Ariane Gray:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve THE DEAD (Annotated) was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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