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The discovery of gold in 1848 catapulted California into statehood and triggered environmental, social,
political, and economic events whose repercussions are still felt today. Mary Hill combines her scientific
training with a flair for storytelling to present the history of gold in California from the distant geological
past through the wild days of the Gold Rush to the present.

The early days of gold fever drew would-be miners from around the world, many enduring great hardships to
reach California. Once here, they found mining to be backbreaking work and devised machines to help
recover gold. These machines pawed gravel from river bottoms and tore apart mountainsides, wreaking
environmental havoc that silted rivers, ruined farmlands, and provoked the world's first environmental
conflict settled in the courts. Native Americans were nearly wiped out by invading miners or their diseases,
and many Spanish-speaking settlers—Californios—were pushed aside.

Hill writes of gold's uses in today's world for everything from coins to coffins, gourmet foods to spacecraft.
Her comprehensive overview of gold's impact on California includes illustrated explanations of geology and
mining in nontechnical language as well as numerous illustrations, maps, and photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Hoover:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Gold: The
California Story? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

William Jimenes:

The book Gold: The California Story can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Gold: The California Story?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Gold: The California Story has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Gold: The California Story book is readable by means of you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Gold: The California
Story content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Gold: The
California Story is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Judy Newberry:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Gold: The California Story is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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