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While many books have been written about Bertrand Russell's philosophy and some on his logic, I. Grattan-
Guinness has written the first comprehensive history of the mathematical background, content, and impact of
the mathematical logic and philosophy of mathematics that Russell developed with A. N. Whitehead in their
Principia mathematica (1910-1913).

This definitive history of a critical period in mathematics includes detailed accounts of the two principal
influences upon Russell around 1900: the set theory of Cantor and the mathematical logic of Peano and his
followers. Substantial surveys are provided of many related topics and figures of the late nineteenth century:
the foundations of mathematical analysis under Weierstrass; the creation of algebraic logic by De Morgan,
Boole, Peirce, Schröder, and Jevons; the contributions of Dedekind and Frege; the phenomenology of
Husserl; and the proof theory of Hilbert. The many-sided story of the reception is recorded up to 1940,
including the rise of logic in Poland and the impact on Vienna Circle philosophers Carnap and Gödel. A
strong American theme runs though the story, beginning with the mathematician E. H. Moore and the
philosopher Josiah Royce, and stretching through the emergence of Church and Quine, and the 1930s
immigration of Carnap and GödeI.

Grattan-Guinness draws on around fifty manuscript collections, including the Russell Archives, as well as
many original reviews. The bibliography comprises around 1,900 items, bringing to light a wealth of primary
materials.

Written for mathematicians, logicians, historians, and philosophers--especially those interested in the
historical interaction between these disciplines--this authoritative account tells an important story from its
most neglected point of view. Whitehead and Russell hoped to show that (much of) mathematics was
expressible within their logic; they failed in various ways, but no definitive alternative position emerged then
or since.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

The book The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Search for Mathematical
Roots, 1870-1940 to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Elsie Canada:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Search for
Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940.

Samantha Bond:

Precisely why? Because this The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Mattie Peters:

The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Search for Mathematical
Roots, 1870-1940 yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.
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