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William Sharon was surely one of the most colorful scoundrels of the nineteenth-century mining West. He
epitomized the robber barons of the nation's Gilded Age and the moral decay and corruption for which that
period remains infamous, yet he was also a visionary capitalist who controlled more than a dozen of the
greatest mines on Nevada's mighty Comstock Lode, built the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, manipulated
speculation and prices on the San Francisco Stock Exchange, and revived the collapsed Bank of California.
Sharon's archenemy Adolph Sutro called him "a thoroughly bad man - a man entirely void of principle,"
while a Comstock neighbor called him "one of the best men that ever lived in Virginia City." Both
descriptions were reasonably accurate. In this first-ever biography of one of Nevada's most reviled historical
figures, author Michael Makley examines Sharon's complex nature and the turbulent times in which he
flourished. Arriving in San Francisco shortly after the Gold Rush began, Sharon saw his fortunes grow with
those of the city. He was involved in real estate, politics, banking, and the San Francisco Stock Exchange,
and was a party in several of the era's most shocking business and sexual scandals. When he moved to
Virginia City, Nevada's mushrooming silver boomtown, his business dealings there soon made him known as
the "King of the Comstock." Makley's engaging and meticulously researched account not only lays bare the
life of the notorious and enigmatic Sharon but also examines the broader historical context of his career - the
complex business relationships between San Francisco and the booming gold and silver mining camps of the
Far West, the machinations of rampant Gilded Age capitalism, and the sophisticated financial and
technological infrastructure supporting Virginia City's boomtown economy. "The Infamous King of the
Comstock" offers a highly readable, fresh perspective on Nevada and the mining West during one of the
country's most decadent and corrupt eras.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

The book The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William
Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History)? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon
And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Curt Hall:

The event that you get from The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In
The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) instantly.

Mellisa Holden:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In
The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.



Earl Wright:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded
Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can make you feel more interested to read.
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