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The 115,000 priests on French territory in 1789 belonged to an evolving tradition of priesthood. The
challenge of making sense of the Christian tradition can be formidable in any era, but this was especially true
for those priests required at the very beginning of 1791 to take an oath of loyalty to the new
government—and thereby accept the religious reforms promoted in a new Civil Constitution of the Clergy.
More than half did so at the beginning, and those who were subsequently consecrated bishops became the
new official hierarchy of France. In Priests of the French Revolution, Joseph Byrnes shows how these priests
and bishops who embraced the Revolution creatively followed or destructively rejected traditional versions
of priestly ministry. Their writings, public testimony, and recorded private confidences furnish the story of a
national Catholic church. This is a history of the religious attitudes and psychological experiences
underpinning the behavior of representative bishops and priests. Byrnes plays individual ideologies against
group action, and religious teachings against political action, to produce a balanced story of saints and
renegades within a Catholic tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Priests of the French Revolution: Saints and Renegades in a New Political Era, you are able to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a e-book.

Richard Cary:

The reason why? Because this Priests of the French Revolution: Saints and Renegades in a New Political Era
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Katie McCants:

Priests of the French Revolution: Saints and Renegades in a New Political Era can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Priests of the French Revolution: Saints and Renegades in a New Political Era however doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Robert Caldwell:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Priests of the French Revolution:
Saints and Renegades in a New Political Era can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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