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Taste is a well known but largely underestimated phenomenon. Yet it is one of the factors that has shaped
our knowledge and view of art. Why is Rembrandt van Rijn today considered to be one of the greatest
painters in European art while Gerard de Lairesse, Rembrandt's younger contemporary and one of the best-
selling painters of his day, is now forgotten? This book is a systematic and quantitative study of taste. More
specifically it focuses on the painters of the seventeenth-century Low Countries and follows the changes in
consumer evaluation of them from the seventeenth century up to 2008. Proceeding from the same starting
point as Gerald Reitlinger in his monumental The Economics of Taste, it uses the prices paintings have
fetched at auction as a basis for tracing trends in the taste of the art-buying public. Whereas Reitlinger's
approach was rather intuitive, this study develops a sound methodological basis for researching taste and
auction prices. It is not only quantitative methods and properties of auction prices that require a specific
approach: in historical research quantitative data and analyses are only reliable when they can also be tested
against qualitative or historical sources. Based on a statistical analysis, various 'universal' painters, such as
Rubens and Rembrandt, are defined. In addition, however, specific genres such as landscape, portrait, history
painting, and so on are analysed. In the case of eighty-three painters there is sufficient information to allow
the profiling of individual price trends. But other quantitative data drawn from the examination of collections
or catalogues raisonnés prove an additional source of information when compared with auction prices. This
book shows what big data and statistics can mean to our understanding of art.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch
and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries
(17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Stanley Roman:

Often the book Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste
for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) will bring you
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and
Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries
(17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Elmer August:

The reserve with title Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the Evolution of
Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and Dealers) includes
a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jean McCallum:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Auctioning 17th Century-Dutch and Flemish Painting: An Inquiry into the
Evolution of Taste for Baroque Paintings from the Low Countries (17th - 21st Century) (Collectors and



Dealers) when you needed it?
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