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When George Washington bade farewell to his officers, he did so in New York's Fraunces Tavern. When
Andrew Jackson planned his defense of New Orleans against the British in 1815, he met Jean Lafitte in a
grog shop. And when John Wilkes Booth plotted with his accomplices to carry out an assassination, they
gathered in Surratt Tavern.

In America Walks into a Bar, Christine Sismondo recounts the rich and fascinating history of an institution
often reviled, yet always central to American life. She traces the tavern from England to New England,
showing how even the Puritans valued "a good Beere." With fast-paced narration and lively characters, she
carries the story through the twentieth century and beyond, from repeated struggles over licensing and
Sunday liquor sales, from the Whiskey Rebellion to the temperance movement, from attempts to ban
"treating" to Prohibition and repeal. As the cockpit of organized crime, politics, and everyday social life, the
bar has remained vital--and controversial--down to the present. In 2006, when the Hurricane Katrina
Emergency Tax Relief Act was passed, a rider excluded bars from applying for aid or tax breaks on the
grounds that they contributed nothing to the community. Sismondo proves otherwise: the bar has contributed
everything to the American story.

Now in paperback, Sismondo's heady cocktail of agile prose and telling anecdotes offers a resounding toast
to taprooms, taverns, saloons, speakeasies, and the local hangout where everybody knows your name.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and
Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops.

John Masterson:

The book America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog
Shops will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book America Walks
into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lawrence Sawyer:

You can obtain this America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and
Grog Shops by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Richard Kowalski:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns
and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of
Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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