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Revised and expanded to incorporate recent research, this classic text now offers a more comprehensive
introduction to many of sociology's most interesting and elegant ideas, written with a grace and wit that have
delighted a generation of students. Beginning with a central problem that distinguishes sociology from most
other ways of looking at the world, Randall Collins examines the limits of human rationality and sociological
theories of religion, showing how they open up a general theory of social rituals that holds the key to much
of the rest of sociology. With these conceptual tools in hand, he invites students to ponder how sociological
analysis can illuminate a variety of urgent topics--power, crime, sex, love, and the position of women in
society--as it reveals both their visible social symbols and their paradoxical deep structures. In a new final
chapter, Collins stakes out an important role for sociology in the information age, while coming full circle to
the theories of rationality and ritual with which he began, showing that artificial intelligence can approximate
human creativity only if it can take part in ritual interactions. Uniquely engaging, Sociological Insight
dramatizes the major issues and concerns of sociology in a way that gets students thinking and talking, and
whets their appetites for more.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Velez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Sociological Insight:
An Introduction to Non-Obvious Sociology? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bruce Healy:

The book Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-Obvious Sociology make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-Obvious Sociology being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a book Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-Obvious
Sociology. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Frederick Roark:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-
Obvious Sociology has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-
Obvious Sociology is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-Obvious Sociology. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Roger Borquez:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is Sociological Insight: An Introduction to Non-Obvious
Sociology. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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