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Drawing on his rich Louisiana past, Ernest J. Gaines creates a fictional world representative of the human
experience. His work explores the complex racial relationships?so much a part of Southern history and
culture?and the unwritten and unspoken conventions of caste and class. Often structured around journeys of
discovery, Gaines' works affirm the integrity of the individual and the unequivocal place in American life for
Americans of African descent. This study offers a clear, accessible reading of Gaines' fiction. It analyzes in
turn all of Gaines' novels as well as his collection of short stories. A complete bibliography of Gaines'
fiction, as well as selected reviews and criticism, completes the study.

Following a biographical chapter on Gaines' life, an overview of his fiction explores his work in light of his
literary heritage and use of genre. Each of the following chapters examines an individual novel: Catherine
Carmier (1964), Of Love and Dust (1967), The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (1971), In My Father's
House (1978), A Gathering of Old Men (1983), A Lesson Before Dying (1994), and a collection of short
stories, Bloodline (1968). The discussion of each work includes sections on plot and character development,
thematic issues, and an alternative critical approach from which to read the novel. Carmean shows how each
of Gaines' novels focuses on themes of personal value and place and affirms the need for recognizing the
value of the individual, regardless of race. This study will help readers to understand the compelling issue of
human relationships raised by Gaines and to see why he is one of America's finest writers.
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From reader reviews:

Preston Sloan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Ernest J. Gaines: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Nancy Rush:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

John Herrera:

The publication untitled Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Ernest J. Gaines: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Henry Slaughter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Ernest J. Gaines: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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