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Ideal for student research and class discussion, this interdisciplinary casebook provides a rich variety of
primary historical documents and commentary on The Crucible within the context of two relevant historical
periods: the Salem witch-trials of 1692 and the Red Scare of the 1950s, when the play was written. The play
is a testimony to the inherent dangers Miller sees in any community seized by hysteria. The Salem witch-
hunts, which Miller uses to illustrate such a community, were echoed more than 250 years later in the hunt
for subversives during the Red Scare of the 1950s. The authors provide literary and dramatic analysis of the
play, comprehensive historical backgrounds, relevant documents of the periods, and questions and projects to
help students in their understanding of The Crucible and the issues it raises.

In a discussion of Puritan society of the seventeenth century, the authors explore the habits of many of the
residents of Massachusetts Bay and specific events which seemed to make the witch-hunts of 1692
inevitable. The text of relevant documents illustrate their beliefs, combined with the disasters that
contributed to community hysteria. A chapter on the Salem witch trials includes testimony, letters, and first
person accounts by actual people on which Miller based his characters. A chapter on the Red Scare of the
1950s features testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee, case studies of blacklisted
people, and an exclusive interview with a couple who were blacklisted. The authors include a chapter on
witch-hunting in the 1990s in the form of testimony from preschoolers which sent child care workers to
prison on charges of sexual abuse. Students will be able to compare and contrast witch- hunting over 300
years with the materials provided here, many of which are available in no other printed form. Each section of
the casebook contains study questions, topics for research papers and class discussion, and lists of further
reading for examining the issues raised by the play.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Jorge:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) as the daily resource
information.

Douglas Ayer:

This book untitled Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Jessica Wilson:

Typically the book Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Katherine Adkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Understanding The Crucible: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Understanding The Crucible: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.
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