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Although Arab contribution to the sciences is generally well known in the Western world, Arab contributions
to the study of gemology are less recognized because of the lack of English-language translations of notable
Arab texts.

Scarecrow Press is pleased to present Samar Najm Abul Huda's translation of Ahmad ibn Yusuf al Tifaschi's
study of gems. Born in 1184, Al Tifaschi first learned about gems from his father, and augmented his
knowledge through readings of Aristotle, Theophrastus, and Pliny, as well as through extensive travels to
mines and trading centers. In 1253, he wrote what later became known as the most "methodical and
complete" work on precious stones. Gemologists of today are still astounded by the advanced observations
that Al Tifaschi made in this work.

The book covers 25 different stones, giving the crystallographic forms and physical properties such as
hardness, lustre, and dispersion. The book also describes causes of the formation of gemstones within their
mother rocks as well as the characteristics of the mine concerned. Abul Huda's translation of the work
includes notations on the translations of Al Tifaschi's work into other languages, as well as background
information on Al Tifaschi's world, the well-known gemstones of the 13th century, the gemological
terminology used by the medieval Arabs, and notations on other gemstones not mentioned by Al Tifaschi.
Includes index, a general bibliography, and illustrations of two precious gemstones in their settings.
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From reader reviews:

Monte Lawson:

The publication with title Arab Roots of Gemology has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Evan Miller:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book Arab Roots of Gemology was filled about science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Mildred Lucas:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Arab Roots of Gemology or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Arab Roots of
Gemology to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Louise Perez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Arab Roots of Gemology when you needed it?
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