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"One thing is clear: in marginalising Chinese tradition and falling short of wholesale importation of Western
cultural and political ideals and institutions, Chinese cities have become, in one sense, the scrapyard of half-
hearted emulations and acts of resistance, appearing to be neither here nor there...”

- Li Shigiao, writing in the South China Morning Post

This book teaches us to read the contemporary Chinese city. Li Shigiao deftly crafts a new theory of the
Chinese city and the dynamics of urbanization by:

- examining how the Chinese city has been shaped by the figuration of the writing system

- analyzing the continuing importance of the family and its barriers of protection against real and imagined
dangers

- exploring the meanings of labour, and the resultant numerical and financial hierarchies

- demonstrating how actual structures bring into visual being the conceptions of numerical distributions,
safety networks, and aesthetic orders.

Understanding the Chinese City elegantly traces a thread between ancient Chinese city formations and
current urban organizations, revealing hidden continuities that show how instrumental the past has been in
forming the present. It contextualizes Chinese urban experiences in relation to familiar intellectual
landmarks. Rather than becoming obstacles to change, ancient practices have become effective strategies of
adaptation under radically new terms.
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From reader reviews:
Calvin Baker:

The book Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) to get your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and
read a guide Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this guide?

James Stumbaugh:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michad Albin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association
with Theory, Culture & Society) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free
time problems.

Teresa Obannon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more smple and reachable. That Understanding the Chinese City (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) can give you alot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et us have Understanding the Chinese City
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society).
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