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Though the genocide of 1994 catapulted Rwanda onto the international stage, English-language historical
accounts of the Great Lakes region of Eastern Africa--which encompasses Burundi, eastern Congo, Rwanda,
western Tanzania, and Uganda--are scarce. Drawing on colonial archives, oral tradition, archeological
discoveries, anthropologic and linguistic studies, and his thirty years of scholarship, Jean-Pierre Chrétien
offers a major synthesis of the history of the region, one still plagued by extremely violent wars. This
translation brings the work of a leading French historian to an English-speaking audience for the first
time.Chrétien retraces the human settlement and the formation of kingdoms around the sources of the Nile,
which were "discovered" by European explorers around 1860. He describes these kingdoms' complex social
and political organization and analyzes how German, British, and Belgian colonizers not only transformed
and exploited the existing power structures, but also projected their own racial categories onto them. Finally,
he shows how the independent states of the postcolonial era, in particular Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda,
have been trapped by their colonial and precolonial legacies, especially by the racial rewriting of the latter by
the former.Today, argues Chrétien, the Great Lakes of Africa is a crucial region for historical research--not
only because its history is fascinating but also because the tragedies of its present are very much a function
of the political manipulations of its past.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Rosales:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand
Years of History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Richard Pease:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History is not
only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Great Lakes
of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Yvonne Tetrault:

This The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History can bring if you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History having excellent arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Ernestine Pagan:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History it



doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.
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