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The Egyptian protests in early 2011 took many by surprise. In the days immediately following,
commentators wondered openly over the changing situation across the Middle East. But protest is nothing
new to Egypt, and labor activism and political activism, most notably the Kifaya (Enough) movement, have
increased dramatically over recent years. In hindsight, it is the durability of the Mubarak regime, not its
sudden loss of legitimacy that should be more surprising. Though many have turned to social media for
explanation of the events, in this book, Samer Soliman follows the age-old adage—follow the money.

Over the last thirty years, the Egyptian state has increasingly given its citizens less money and fewer social
benefits while simultaneously demanding more taxes and resources. This has lead to a weakened
state—deteriorating public services, low levels of law enforcement, poor opportunities for employment and
economic development—while simultaneously inflated the security machine that sustains the authoritarian
regime. Studying the regime from the point of view of its deeds rather than its discourse, this book tackles
the relationship between fiscal crisis and political change in Egypt.

Ultimately, the Egyptian case is not one of the success of a regime, but the failure of a state. The regime
lasted for 30 years because it was able to sustain and reproduce itself, but left an increasingly weakened
state, unable to facilitate capitalist development in the country. The resulting financial crisis profoundly
changed the socio-economic landscape of the country, and now is paving the way for political change and
the emergence of new social forces.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Autumn of
Dictatorship: Fiscal Crisis and Political Change in Egypt under Mubarak (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern
and I) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Fabiola Stewart:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Autumn of Dictatorship:
Fiscal Crisis and Political Change in Egypt under Mubarak (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I).

Angela Souther:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Autumn of Dictatorship: Fiscal Crisis and Political Change in Egypt under
Mubarak (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Edward Grimes:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something new? This The Autumn of Dictatorship: Fiscal Crisis and Political Change in
Egypt under Mubarak (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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