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Based on ethnographic research in three communities (Ezhava Hindu, Mappila Muslim, and Syrian
Christian) in Kerala, India, which sent large numbers of workers to the Middle East for temporary jobs,
Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity explores the factors responsible for the striking differences in the groups' patterns of
migration and migration-induced social change. Most broadly, Prema Kurien seeks to understand what
ethnicity is and how it affects people's activities and decisions. She argues that, in each case, a community-
specific nexus of religion, gender, and status shaped migration, and was, in turn, transformed by it. The
religious background of the three groups determined their social location within colonial and postcolonial
Kerala. This social location in turn affected their occupational profiles, family structures, and social
networks, as well as their conceptions of gender and honor, and thus was fundamental in shaping migration
patterns. The rapid enrichment brought about by international migration resulted in a reinterpretation of
religious identity and practice which was manifested by changes in patterns of gendered behavior and status
in each of the three communities. What makes this book unique is its focus on the sociocultural patterns of
short-term international migration and its comparative ethnographic approach.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity:
International Migration and the Reconstruction of Community Identities in India? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Shameka Nye:

This book untitled Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity: International Migration and the Reconstruction of Community
Identities in India to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past
this book from your list.

Alfredo Dunn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity: International Migration and the Reconstruction of Community Identities in India
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity:
International Migration and the Reconstruction of Community Identities in India giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life within
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

John Stewart:

Beside this kind of Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity: International Migration and the Reconstruction of Community
Identities in India in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Kaleidoscopic Ethnicity: International
Migration and the Reconstruction of Community Identities in India because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including



treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
now!
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