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In the most comprehensive study yet of homosexuality in the English Renaissance, Bruce R. Smith examines
and rejects the assessments of homosexual acts in moral philosophy, laws, and medical books in favor of a
poetics of homosexual desire. Smith isolates six different "myths" from classical literature and discusses
each in relation to a particular Renaissance literary genre and to a particular part of the social structure of
early modern England. Smith's new Preface places his work in the context of the continuing controversies in
gay, lesbian, and bisexual studies.

"The best single analysis of the homoerotic element in Renaissance English literature."—Keith Thomas, New
York Review of Books

"Smith's lucid and subtle book offer[s] a poetics of homosexual desire. . . . Its scholarship, impressively
broad and deftly deployed, aims to further a serious social purpose: the redemptive location of homosexual
desire in history and the recuperation for our own time, through an understanding of its discursive
embodiments, of that desire's changing imperatives and parameters."—Terence Hawkes, Times Literary
Supplement

"The great strength of Bruce Smith's book is that it does not sidestep the complex challenge of engaging in
the sexual politics of the present while attending to the resistant discourses and practices of Renaissance
England. Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England demonstrates how a commitment to the present
opens up our understanding of the past."—Peter Stallybrass, Shakespeare Quarterly

"A major contribution to the understanding of homosexuality in Renaissance England and by far the best and
most comprehensive account yet offered of the homoeroticism that suffuses Renaissance
literature."—Claude J. Summers, Journal of Homosexuality
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From reader reviews:

Richard Forbes:

The event that you get from Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's
England: A Cultural Poetics giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics instantly.

Michael Sheridan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A
Cultural Poetics can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Homosexual
Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics.

Jason Norfleet:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is named of book Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics.
You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.

Marylou Standley:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's
England: A Cultural Poetics to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the reserve Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare's England: A Cultural Poetics can to
be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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