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The all-too-frequent disregard of historical and social contexts by many wisdom scholars often leads to the
distortion of this literature and transforms its teachings into abstract ideas lacking any incarnation in the
social and historical world of human living. Leo Perdue here argues from a sociohistorical approach that the
proper understanding of ancient wisdom literature requires one to move out of the realm of philosophical
idealism into the flesh and blood of human history.

Arguing that wisdom was international in practice and outlook, Perdue traces the interaction between both
ruling and subject nations and their sages who produced their respective cultures and their foundational
worldviews. While not always easy to reconstruct, he acknowledges, the historical and social settings of texts
provide necessary contexts for interpretation and engagement by later readers and hearers. Wisdom texts did
not transcend their life settings to espouse values regardless of time and circumstance. Rather, they are
located in a variety of historical events in an evolving nation, reflecting a vast array of different and changing
moral systems, epistemologies, and religious understandings.
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From reader reviews:

Peter White:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom
in the Age of Empires. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in the Age of
Empires. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Kevin Jakubowski:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in the
Age of Empires why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Chris Robins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be study. The Sword and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in
the Age of Empires can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Theresa Braun:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Sword
and the Stylus: An Introduction to Wisdom in the Age of Empires will give you new experience in reading a
book.
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